
 
 

 

The letter Bet 
* From ‘Ancient Hebrew Lexicon of the Bible’ by Jeff A Benner, translated by S. Ernst. 

AlefTav #8 
Theme:  The letter Bet 
Lesson 1:  Bet Explanation. 
 
 

Summary 
Name:  Bet 
Pronunciation:  Be  OR  Vh 
Picture:  Floor plan of a Tent 
Meaning: House, Family, Within 
Numerical biblical value:  2 
 
 
The second letter of the Hebrew Alphabet is the letter Bet. 
It has a Be sound as in Bed or a Vh sound as in Vest. 
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The picture represents the floor plan of a tent.  There were several early forms of this 
letter but the one that was chosen describes the nomadic tents of the early Hebrews 
best. 
 
The tent was divided into two sections, men’s and women’s, with the entrance at the 
front of the men’s section. 
 
It can mean house, tent, family, in / within (The family resides within the tent) or 
inside. 
 
An example of this is be’erets meaning ‘in a land’. 
 
 
 
 

AlefTav #9 
Theme:  The letter Bet 
Lesson 2:  Bet Forms and Words 
 
 
Here are the four forms of the letter Bet. 
 

 
 
The middle script was adopted by the Greeks and the Romans, and became the letter B 
and b.  It is written in reverse, because it is written in the opposite direction, from left 
to right. 
 
The late script became the letter 2. 
 
An example of a word that begins with the letter Bet: 
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BEN [Be-en] = Son / Continuance of the House. 
 
 
 
 

AlefTav #10 
Theme:  The letter Bet 
Lesson 3:  Numerical value of Bet 
 
Now you know that the picture of the letter Bet describes a House, family or tent. 
 
The numerical value of the letter Bet is 2. 
 
The number 2 can stand for a couple of things: 
 
It can stand for ‘to bring balance’ / Restore.  The number 2 can be found in Scriptures 
where balance was brought between Elohim and men.  An example is the 10 
Commandments that were written on the 2 tablets of Stone. 
 
Another example: balance and restoration will come to the two houses, Judah and 
Ephraim, they will become one again. 
 
It can stand as a witness. If two / three witnesses agree in testimony, it is truth. 
 
It can also imply Choice.  One cannot serve two masters.  You can only add yourself 
to 1.  Otherwise there will be division. 
 
How does this tie in with the letter Bet?  I believe it is a reference to the two houses 
that are supposed to be 1 house, Beyt Yisrael . The Hebrew word for house is Beyt, 
thus The house of Yisrael. 
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AlefTav #11 
Theme:  The letter Bet 
Lesson 4:  The word Abba 
 
I’ve introduced you to the word, Aba, in AlefTav #5.   I want to look at this word in 
more detail. 
 
Lets first look at the rules: 
 
When a word/syllable starts with a ‘Bet’, it is a hard ‘B’- sound. 
 
When a syllable ends with a ‘Bet’, it is a ‘vh’- sound. 
 
Some Hebrew ‘vowels’, in Modern Hebrew, function more as punctuation marks rather 
than proper vowels.  Even though they still have a sound.  That is why some words, like 
Avi is pronounced with a ‘vh’ sound instead of a b sound. 
 
I give you these rules so you can understand why Av and Aba is pronounced differently, 
but don’t break your head over it.  Our goal is to learn biblical words in Hebrew so we 
can understand the Scriptures better. 
 
The parent root word for Aba [Aba] is Ab [Av] = Al + Bet. 
 
 Lets look at both words in pictures: 
 

 
 
 
Ab is pronounced Av.  So I will write it like that from now on.   
Note that it is spelled Al - Bet and not Al - Vav. 
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Aba is pronounced A-ba.  The emphasis is on the second syllable. The phonetic spelling 
usually is Abba, to accentuate that it is a short A Sound and not a long one like aahba. 
Remember it is spelled with one Bet in Hebrew. 
 
The direct translations of the words are as above.  AV = Father and ABBA = Dad (a 
more intimate name for a father.) 
 
Lets look at the deeper meaning of the words: 
 
You already know that Al = Strength / Authority.    You also know that Bet = House 
/  Family. 
 
So the meaning of AV = The Strength/Authority of the House/Family! 
 
Remember, Hebrew words can sometimes have more than 1 meaning.  A Hebrew word 
can have an action / concrete / abstract meaning.  
 
There is also usually a parent root consisting of two letters.  Out of parent roots you 
can form 13 child roots by adding letters.  You also get Adopted roots.   We will 
discuss these later. 
 
Lets look what the AHLB says about the parent root for the word AB [AL – Bet]: 
 
Action meaning: Stand 
Concrete meaning: Pole 
Abstract meaning: - 
 
“The pictograph Al represents strength, the Bet represents the tent. Combined these 
mean "the strength of the house". This can be the tent poles that hold up the 
tent, the house, as well as the father who holds up the family, the household. “ 

That is the parent root meaning of the word AV.  I think it is a beautiful comparison. A 
Father and a pole ‘supports and holds up’ the house/family.  If the pole is taken 
away, the tent collapses. 
 
So many families are falling apart and are in suffering because the fathers are not 
fulfilling their rolls. 
 
If we read further in the AHLB we see the meanings of the child roots AV. 
 
“Av [AB] can mean Fruit or Av [AB]  = Father: The father of the family provides the 
strength, support and structure to the household. The father fulfills many functions for 
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the family. He is the commander of the family army, provider of offspring to continue 
the family line, and the priest and teacher to his family.” 

 

It is interesting that AV can also mean fruit.  A father produces either good or bad fruit 
in his children.  That is why they say, “The apple does not fall far from the tree.” 
 
A father can be the authority of the house (leader/provider) but not necessarily the 
strength of your family.  This is where relationship comes in.  A child will only see a 
father as his/her strength once they have a good relationship.  Otherwise the father 
can be seen as a strict authority who does not care about the hearts of his family.   
 
We sometimes perceive our Heavenly Father based on the relationship we had with our 
earthly father.  If you’ve had a bad relationship with your earthly father, I want to 
encourage you to talk to Abba about this, and ask Him to restore your relationship with 
Him and to make Him the Strength (PS 91) of your heart.  He really wants to be you 
Daddy, not just your Father. He wants to be your Strength not just your Authority. 
 
I encourage everybody to download the free booklet “The significant impact that a 
Father has on our health.” From Dr MK Strydom’s website: 
http://eagleswings.co.zw/shop/shop.html 
 
If we then spell Aba (Aba) – we add another letter AL.  To me this illustrates: 
“The Authority of the family who is also the Strength.” 
 
Other words that are related: 
Avi [A-vi] = My Father 
Avinu [A-vi-nu] = Our Father 
 
Now Rom 8:15 has so much more meaning! “For you did not receive the spirit of 
bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, 
“Abba, Father.” 
 


